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Swan Lake and Jackson Public Schools





JPS.  The children of Swan Lake are in the Jackson Public School (JPS) districts of Sykes Elementary School, Whitten Middle School and Wingfield High School.  The JPS was founded in 1888 and racially integrated in 1970; it is the second largest school district in Mississippi, serving more than 30,000 students, over 80% of school-aged children in the capital city.  The JPS has 59 school sites for students enrolled in grades K-12: 8 high schools, 10 middle schools, 38 elementary schools and 3 special schools.  Pre-K is offered at 25 elementary schools, and the Montessori curriculum is taught at 2 elementary schools. Programs for the academically gifted, including Open Doors, is available to students in grades 2-8.  Power APAC serves high achieving and artistically talented students in grades 4-12 in four areas: music, dance, visual arts and theater arts.  The JPS participates in the International Baccalaureate Programme for accelerated mathematics, social studies, science, and language curricula; the University of Mississippi Medical Center Base Pair research mentorship program; the Army Junior Reserve Officer Training Corp Program; and a comprehensive athletic program.  The JPS district is governed by a five-member Board of Trustees, and is fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  The school district truancy rate is 7%, the drop out rate is 26.8%, and graduation rate is 80.5%.





Sykes Elementary School, at 3555 Simpson Street, 601-371-4303, was named after Minnie Dameron Sykes (1886-1950), a classroom teacher for 28 years, and opened in 1951.  Serving students in Kindergarten through the 5th grade are Principal Eloise N. Jones, 27 classroom teachers, 13 special subject teachers, and 12 support staff.  Programs include an English as a Second Language (ESL) class for students from other countries; classes for physically disabled students; classes for gifted students, exceptional education, Accelerated Reading, music, library; and services for students requiring speech/language therapy.  Calvary Baptist Church, the Exchange Club of Oak Forest, and Kroger on Terry Road are their Adopt-A-School partners.  Sykes is one of 19 JPS schools rated as ‘Successful’ on the state accountability rating system.
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Whitten Middle School, at 210 Daniel Lake Boulevard, 601-371-4309, was opened in 1961.  The school was named after Alfred T. Whitten (1884-1959), a teacher in three Jackson schools and in Adams, Lincoln, and Sunflower counties.  Principal Anthony Moore, manages a student population of 784 Whitten Eagles in grades 6 – 8 and a staff of 87.  Besides the regular curriculum, programs include ESL classes, Open Doors for academically gifted students, classes in technical prep and in music, band, and strings.  Baptist Health Systems has been their sponsor since 1980.  The school is rated as one of three JPS middle schools ‘At Risk of Failing’ on the state accountability rating system.





Wingfield High School, at 1985 Scanlon Drive, 601-371-4350, opened in 1966 with grades 9 – 12.  Oscar Houseworth Wingfield (1871-1953), a Kentucky native who taught in Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama, before coming to Jackson in 1908 as principal of Central High School is their namesake.  Under Principle Robert Mack, the 1,275 Wingfield Falcons are supported by a staff of 93.  The Scholars program of Entergy, their school sponsor for 25+ years, promotes academic and social growth for incoming 9th graders identified as having exceptional aptitude for math and science with rigorous core academic classes, Saturday sessions, educational field trips, and mentorships with Entergy employees. Senior Carlos D. Smith was named a Coca-Cola Scholar (one of 253 outstanding high school seniors across America) and is a finalist for a Coca-Cola Foundation Scholarship.  The Junior ROTC prepares students for responsible leadership roles while making them aware of their rights, responsibilities, and privileges as American citizens.  The Falcons 6A, District 6 athletic program is in Region 3 for football and golf, in Division 6 for basket ball, baseball, soccer, cross-country, track, and tennis, and in Class III, Region 4, for volleyball.  Currently Wingfield is rated as one of two JPS high schools ‘At Risk of Failing’ on the state accountability rating system.


http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us/ 








Swan Lake Community News





The Christmas Progressive Dinner, held on 3 December in the homes of Scotty and Bridgette Booker and Willie and Vivian Gordon, was yet another delightful example of the Swan Lake community spirit.  Thank you to our gracious hosts and to all the neighbors who prepared dishes.  Thanks also to Buddy Bounds and his crew for the lake Christmas tree and to Linda Bounds and her crew for the entrance and pavilion decorations.  Happy Holidays to all our wonderful neighbors!





SLHO Membership Meeting was held on Thu, 25 Feb, at 227 Swan Lake Drive.  The agenda included installation of officers, a discussion of proposed changes to our covenants and bylaws, and plans for the new year.  


Revisions of our Swan Lake covenants is continuing with an attorney working to have them reflect the interests of our community rather than those of the original developer.  A final draft for adoption by the membership will be coming soon.  


Responses to the Community Survey have been slow; the survey and drawing for the $25 gift certificate donated by our good neighbor, the Kroger store, 3520 Terry Road will be incorporated into the membership meeting on covenants.


Volunteers are needed for Property, Hospitality, and Beautification Committees; please call Florine Keeler, 601-331-2012, if you wish to participate in any of these activities for the betterment of our community.  





In coordination with the Great American Cleanup and Keep Jackson Beautiful, the Swan Lake Spring Cleanup is planned for Sat, 27 Mar.  Please join in this community effort to spruce up our neighborhood.





A Swan Lake Community Garage Sales are planned for Sat, 17 Apr.  Call Linda Bounds, 601-372-6279, if information to join in these sales.





The Swan Lake website will be available soon.





Four garbage bags of trash recently were collected from our lake on one day  by Richard Lovelace.  Residents are asked to help monitor littering, pick up trash, and report dumping to J.B.Holloway, 601-502-8182, the new Property chairman.





We regret the death of our neighbor, Eiland Harris, 66, of 329 Swan Lake, on 9 December, and offer our condolences to his family.  
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Newsletter.  Please let us hear your news, opinions, concerns, and suggestions for the next newsletter: Virginia Cora, 601-372-2736; vcora@comcast.net. 











City of Jackson News 





Police Precinct 1.  With the changes in City Administration, the new Chief of Police, Rebecca Coleman, moved Commander Jeremiah Jones to Precinct 2 and appointed Commander Donald Gator to Precinct 1. 





Precinct 1 COPS Meetings are held every 1st Thursday at 6pm, Precinct 1, 810 Cooper Road; 4 Mar, 1 Apr, 6 May.  These open meetings for Community-Oriented Policing Strategies encourage citizen input and participation to facilitate resolution of community issues.  





Ward 6, Councilman Tony Yarber, 601-960-1089.  Summer youth employment program applications will be accepted Jan 1 5—Mar at the Family and Youth Division office, 350 West Woodrow Wilson Suite 311, 9:00 am-4:00 pm. Interviews will be conducted during Spring Break Mar 15-19. For more information, call 601-960-0326.





Solid Waste Loose Leaf Collections.  The Jackson Dept of Public Works is asking residents to help prevent street flooding by keeping storm drains free of leaves and other obstructions.  Loose leaves will no longer be collected by the city, so residents are asked to bag loose leaves and place on curb for proper pick-up on Saturdays, our 2nd garbage collection day.  Problems with clogged storm drains or inlets may be reported to the Bridges & Drainage Section at 601-960-1870.





Roll-off Dumpster Days: Residents can dispose of large items on the second Saturdays of each month, 8:00 am—3:00 pm (13 Mar, 10 Apr, 8 May).  The locations are updated ~1 week before each day; see their website: http://www.jacksonms.gov/government/publicworks/solidwaste. 





Look For Your 2010 Census Form In Mid-March


One of the shortest forms in history - 10 Questions in 10 Minutes, each question helps to determine how more than $400 billion will be allocated to communities across the country.  The national 2000 participation rate was 72%; let’s make Swan Lake 100% in 2010!


	http://2010.census.gov/2010census/index.php





SLHO Officers for 2010


Please contact any officer about matters concerning our community.





President		Florine Keeler	   601.331.2012


Vice President		Virginia Cora	   601.372.2736


Secretary		Ruth Clemmons	   601-376-0012


Treasurer		Doris Denson	   601.373.3559


Board Member		Scotty Booker	   601.373.9487


Board Member		Willie Gordon	   601.940.0725


Board Member		Alfred Smith	   601.372.4280








2010 Meetings of Swan Lake Homeowners*





Board  11 Feb, 22 Apr, 22 Jul, and 21 Oct





Membership  25 Feb, and 28 Oct





* subject to change














