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Swan Lake Newsletter
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Winter, 2009

















Greetings, Neighbors!





The focus of the winter issue of our neighborhood newsletter is:


Plans for 2009 Swan Lake activities;


Neighborhood beautification;


Home security with our local police.


Please let us hear your opinions, concerns, and suggestions.  601.372.2736; vcora@comcast.net. 








2009 Plans for the Swan Lake Homeowners, Inc.





Goals�
Activities�
�
Increase SLHO membership to at least 68 families (80%) by October 09�
Acknowledge support of 2008 members via 2009 membership letter


Invite non-members to join via visit with letter


Contact absentee homeowners via letter/call


Consider other means for eliciting membership�
�
Sustain Swan Lake property values by upkeep of the community�
Continue yard-of-month program with written criteria/months, et al


Post city ordinances in newsletter


Post no trespassing signage and repair gate/fences at dam/pavilion


Schedule community clean-up days in March (with KJB) & Sept.�
�
Foster pride and involvement in the Swan Lake community





�
Publish updated directory of residents


Publish quarterly newsletters for improved neighborhood communications


Schedule social/community activities:


21 Mar – Great American Clean-Up


20 Jun – Summer Social


4 Aug? – National Night Out


15 Nov? – America Recycles


Christmas progressive party – 7 Dec


Santa visits to shut-ins – 20 Dec


Others





�
�






�


SLHO Officers for 2009


Please contact any officer about concerns affecting our community.


President�
Florine Keeler�
601.331.2012�
�
Vice President�
Virginia Cora�
601.372.2736�
�
Secretary�
Linda Bounds�
601.372.6279�
�
Treasurer�
Bill James�
601.372.4381�
�
Board Member�
Scotty Booker�
601.373.9487�
�
Board Member�
Willie Gordon�
601.940.0725�
�
Board Member�
Alfred Smith�
601.372.4280*�
�
Past President�
Sandra Jackson�
601.502.1522�
�
* change/correction





2009 Dues are Due





Help to protect your property values and our neighborhood by joining the Swan Lake Homeowners.  Annual dues fare only $50 for non-lakefront and $75 for lakefront properties.  These monies pay taxes on lake properties; maintain the dam, spillway, and lake; and beautify our community.  Mail your SLHO check to Treasurer Bill James, 125 Swan Lake, 601-372-4381.  





Swan Lake Covenants to be Updated





The Swan Lake Homeowners Board is examining the original four sets of covenants that set out deed restrictions for our community.  All property owners are invited to recommend changes to update and improve these covenants.  The proposed changes will be distributed prior to the fall membership meeting for voting on 22 October 2009.  Please contact any board member to offer your suggestions.  











Yard-of-the-Month Showtime!





It’s time to showcase our yards.  The yards-of-the-month provide friendly competition among neighbors and help keep our community fresh and beautiful.  Winners are selected the 1st of the month from April through September for the growing season and October through December for the holidays.  The criteria for judging are:


Lawns are neatly mowed and edged


Shrubs and trees are pruned and trimmed


Front, side, and lakefront views are neat and clear of debris and clutter


The yard has overall originality, creativity, and curb appeal


To be eligible, the homeowners must be members of SLHO; current members of the Board and Beautification Committee are ineligible. Each yard/home may be selected only twice per calendar year and the judges’ decisions are final.  So let’s get outdoors and have fun making our community the most beautiful in Jackson.





Swan Lake Spring Clean Up Day


Swan Lake, in collaboration with Keep Jackson Beautiful, will hold our Spring Clean Up Day on Saturday, 21 March (or 28 March, if raining on the 21st).  In addition to our yards, this clean up includes the dam, pavilion lot, lake shore, and entrances.  Residents may bring yard debris and household items to the curb for convenient disposal of extra waste.  Let’s all get out for this neighborhood spring cleaning.





Average Jackson Weather Data


Last hard freeze 24o or below	  18 February	


Last freeze 32o or below           22 March


USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 8A =  Average Minimal Temp 10o—15o F





Ward 6 Solid Waste Management


The City of Jackson Solid Waste Divisions holds Roll-off Dumpster Days on the 2nd Saturday of each month. Residents can take yard debris and other household items to Forest Hill Park, 1334 McCluer Road.  These items may include garbage, rubbish, yard debris and other household items; items not included are tires, refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, gas tanks or chemicals.  


Free recycling bins may be picked up at the Solid Waste Division, Hood bldg, 5th Floor (across from City Hall), 200 South President Street, 601-960-1193.





Featuring Our Police Officers





The Swan Lake community is in Precinct 1, Beat 8, of the Jackson Police Department, the largest precinct in the city.  Precinct Commander Jeremiah Jones, a 16-year veteran with experience on patrol and in investigations, sites the 	movement of new residents to affordable housing in South Jackson and the lack of social programs for juveniles as his largest concerns for our community.  He recommends good communications among neighbors as our first priority with neighborhood watch, securing access to our properties, and individual homeowner actions, such as up-to-date inventories of valuables.  The 2009 Beat 8 police officers are:


Officer Lee Robinson, 6am-2pm, 


Officer Daniel Hodges, 2pm-10pm, 


Officer Lorenzo Williams, 10pm-6am.


Precinct 1 is located at 810 Cooper Road, 601-960-0001, or 911 in an emergency.  These police officers are working to protect and serve us—please help  to make them feel welcome in our community.





COPS Meetings


The Precinct 1 COPS meetings are held at 6:00 pm on the first Thursday of each month at 810 Cooper Road.  The public is invited to meet with the Ward 6 Councilman, police officers, public works, and other city officials to discuss items of concern to our area.





The three D’s of home security and burglary prevention


Deter


Sound residential security practices and good locks are a deterrent since they eliminate the opportunity for an easy burglary.


Detect


The possibility of detection is increased if you can force a burglar to work where he can be observed. A burglar also wants to avoid drawing attention to himself by making noise, such as breaking glass or smashing doors. Alarms on doors and windows are the surest way to detect a burglar, but watchful neighbors alert to unusual activity who will notify law enforcement authorities are also an effective means of detection.


Delay


Delaying a burglar for four minutes is generally considered sufficient to prevent entry into a residential dwelling. A burglar wants to avoid being caught, so the longer it takes to force a door or window, the greater his risk. It is nearly impossible to make a house or apartment impregnable, but it is relatively easy and inexpensive to make forced entry difficult and to delay the burglar.





From: Statistics from the FBI Uniform Crime Reports for the United States 1999. Release date: Sunday, October 15, 2000.





Meetings of Swan Lake Homeowners


Board            16 April 2009 


Board            16 July 2009


Board            15 October 2009


Membership  22 October 2009 – elections 














