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Trash Happens


So?  Fortunately for the Swan Lake community, the City of Jackson has in the Department of Public Works (DPW), a progressive Division of Solid Waste Management (SWD) under the enthusiastic direction of Vernon Hartley.  With a motto of “Think Zero Waste,” this division provides for the collection of residential garbage and trash, recycling, solid waste disposal, and programs and projects that enhance neighborhood cleanliness and community responsibility.   The SWD office is located at 200 South President Street; phone 601-960-0000. The current hauling contract is with Waste Management of MS and they have a similar motto, “Think Green.”  Here are a few Solid Waste programs:





Curbside collection of household garbage and trash.  Swan Lake is on Route #85, with bi-weekly collections on Wednesdays and Saturdays, except for the five national holidays.  





Bulky items.  Every Saturday, a limit of two bulky items may be placed at curbside for collection, including furniture, mattresses, hot water heaters, toilets, appliances, limbs up to 4 ft., and bagged leaves.





Curbside recycling.  In support of Jackson’s “Going Green,” residents have opportunities on Wednesdays twice monthly to recycle plastics, papers, and aluminum and steel materials.  FREE bins are available at SWD office, Suite 504.  Call 601-960-1193 for the W1 recycling schedule.  





Recycling drop-off location.  Large amounts of recyclable materials may be dropped off from 7am—4pm, Monday—Friday, at Recycling Services, 3010 North West Street.  





Roll-off dumpster days.  Every 2nd Saturday, rubbish, garbage, yard debris, furniture, appliances, and other household items (except tires, gas tanks, and chemicals) may be taken to the Ward 6 location which rotates monthly between three sites: Tennis South Center, 1517 McDowell Road; Forest Hill Park, 1344 McClure Road; and Sykes Community Center, 520 Sykes Road.  Check the SWD website for the current dumpster site.
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Used tire collection.  Residents may dispose of up to 10 tires per month 7am—4pm, Monday—Saturday, at the Solid Waste Facility, 6810 I-55 South, Byram.  These tires are recycled into usable products.





Appliance recycling and collection.  In addition to Saturday curbside collections, all metal appliances may be recycled by calling the Solid Waste Division to schedule a curbside pickup, or by taking them to the SWD facility in Byram, both at no charge.  Appliances include ‘white goods’ (i.e., appliances containing Freon—refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners), hot water heaters, stoves, ovens, washers, and dryers.  





Household hazardous waste materials.  From time to time, residents may need to dispose of household hazardous waste items.  These materials usually are labeled: CAUTION, POISONOUS, TOXIC, FLAMMABLE or CORROSIVE, and include used and unused motor oil, oil filters, antifreeze, batteries, electronics, latex paint, oil based thinners and stains, aerosols, pesticides, liquid and powder florescent light bulbs, photographic fixer/developer, and similar items.  The Environmental Service Center, 1570 Terry Road; phone 601-960-2045, is a permanent site for hazardous waste that is open 8am—3pm, every Tuesday and Thursday and on the 4th Saturday of each month (please make deposits only during these hours).  Re-mixed paint also is available for purchase at $4.00 per gallon.  





Loose leaf collections.  In addition to the leaves in containers placed at curbside with regular household waste, the SWD also offers loose leaf collection about three times between November and February.  Leaves and pine straw must be piled at the curbside and free of contamination (e.g., garbage, cans, tree clippings, or other debris) in ordered to be collected by the vacuum trucks.  These plant materials are shredded into mulch and are available free of charge at the SWD facility in Byram.





See more programs at the SWD website:


http://www.jacksonms.gov/government/publicworks/solidwaste 








Neighborhood News





Summer Clean Up, Rodeo, Social.  The June 20th summer activities  fell on one of the hottest days of the ‘09 summer.  The morning clean up went well, but the afternoon was just too hot; the kids fishing rodeo didn’t materialize and the social was sparsely attended.  We are looking forward to another community clean up this fall with a morning fishing rodeo and an evening social event.  Stay tuned for a date — after it cools off.





Ward 6 Planning Meeting.  On 9 July, Councilman Tony Yarber held an open meeting to address community improvement for Ward 6.  Sessions addressed the concerns and solutions for five issues: youth, public safety, beautification, economic development, and community programming.  From these ideas a strategic plan for Ward 6 is being developed.  Please contact his office if you have suggestions for these issues: 601-960-1089.





Retirement.  Our 9-year postman, Robbie Parks, retired on 31 July.   Serving in the interim until a permanent assignment is her substitute, Lawrence Saxton.  Please welcome him to our neighborhood.





National Night Out. The 2nd Swan Lake Night Out was held 6pm-8pm on 4 Aug at the Pavilion.  Councilman Tony Yarber and several members of his team enjoyed ice cream and discussed community problems with several Swan Lake residents, including possibly having a Ward 6 Night Out later in the year.  





Overdue Dues.  About 60 (70%) of 86 homeowners are current in their 2009 dues, but ~26 families are running late this year.  Please catch up by contacting Bill James, Treasurer, 601-372-4381.





Community Problems.  Three items are of concern to our Swan Lake community.  First, a vehicle was stolen from the driveway of a home near the Pavilion.  Residents are asked to be vigilant for suspicious activities in the neighborhood, especially around the Pavilion area, and to report problems to Precinct 1, 601-960-0001; call twice, if needed.  





Second, an unleashed dog seriously attacked a leashed dog while a family was taking an evening stroll around the lake.  The Code of Ordinances, Chapter 18, require that dogs within the city be restrained on a 6-foot leash or within a fenced compound.  Dogs running at large within the city limits are prohibited under penalty of fine or imprisonment.  Homeowners are asked to report loose animals to Animal Control, 601-960-1774.





Third, vehicle speeds exceeding 25 mph continue to be hazardous to our residents.  Speed bumps and community gates are two solutions suggested to combat this ongoing problem.  Express you opinions and suggestions to slow the speeding to your SLHA officers.





Save the Dates


Ward 6 COPS Meetings — Each 1st Thursday at 6pm, Precinct 1, 810 Cooper Road; 3 Sept, 1 Oct, 5 Nov, 3 Dec.  These open meetings for Community-Oriented Policing Strategies encourage citizen input and participation to facilitate resolution of community issues.  You are invited to attend, express your concerns, and become part of  community solutions.





Ward 6 Community Health Fair, ‘Restoring Values...Restoring Health;’ 10am—2pm, Saturday, 5 September, at Sykes Park, 520 Sykes Road.





Ward 6 Meeting — 6pm, Thursday, 8 October, at Forest Hill High School.





Citizens Police Academy— 6pm—9pm, 5—12 October at the Jackson Police Academy.  Adults may learn about our police, ride with a patrolman, fire a gun; for more information, call or visit Precinct 1, 601-960-0001.





SLHO Membership Meeting—Thursday, 6:30pm, 22 October, at 231 Swan Lake Drive.  The agenda includes amendments to our covenants and bylaws and election of officers.  Please call Florine Keeler, 601-331-2012, if you wish to participate in developing these documents, and do plan to attend this important meeting for the betterment of our community.  





Average Jackson Weather Data (Fo)





Maximum	Minimum	Mean	   Precipitation 


Aug	  91.4		  70.3		  80.9		3.7”


Sept	  86.4		  64.6		  75.5		3.2”


Oct	  76.8		  52.0		  64.4		3.4”





USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 8A =  Average Minimal Temp 10o—15o F





Newsletter News


Please let us hear your news, opinions, concerns, and suggestions for the next newsletter: Virginia Cora, 601-372-2736; vcora@comcast.net. 





SLHO Officers for 2009


Please contact any officer about matters 


concerning our community.





President		Florine Keeler	   601.331.2012


Vice President		Virginia Cora	   601.372.2736


Secretary		Linda Bounds	   601.372.6279


Treasurer		Bill James	   601.372.4381


Board Member		Scotty Booker	   601.373.9487


Board Member		Willie Gordon	   601.940.0725


Board Member		Alfred Smith	   601.372.4280


Past President		Sandra Jackson   601.502.1522











2009 Meetings of Swan Lake Homeowners





Board            15 October 


Membership  22 October – Elections 








